9 Church Lane, South Wootton, King’s Lynh PE30 3.J

Tel: 01553 671552 Email: office@southwootton-inf.norfolk.sch.uk
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Thahk you for choosing our school!

We are delighted that your child will be joining us in
CSeptember. e are very much |ooking forward to getting to
Know them and you!

Starting SChool for the first time is a big step for any Child as
well as parents, SO our aim is t0 make it as happy and enjoyable
ah experience as possible.

This booklet tells You some Of the ihformatioh you will heed
t0 Khow before your child starts SChool.

Please do not hesitate t0 contaCt SChool if You do have any
questions.

The Reception Team.




Meet the RecCeption Staff

Mrs Gould

Fox Cubs Teaching
Assistant

Mrs Chaplin

SEN Teaching
Assistant




A day in the life of SWIS

What are the times of the school day?
8.45 — 9.00 — (zates open ahd children arrive into Classrooms
TReception Year 1 and Year 2
9.00 — 11.45 —mOrning session 9.00 — 12.10 — mMoOrhing session
11.45- 12.45 —{unch 12.10-1.10 -|unhch
12.45 — 3.15 — afternoon session 1.10 — 3.15 — afternoon session
3.15 — Home time for all Children

Morhings

Children can arrive from 8:45am onwards and will be supervised in their
Classrooms. Children should say goodbye tO parents at the gate. There will be
Staff on the playground to greet them.

TRegistration is at 9.00am and it is important that all Children are at SChoo| by
this time. Class registers are closed 15 mihutes after the offiCial start of the
morhing and afternoon sessions. Children who arrive after that time Will have an
uhauthorised late mark recorded against their hames. All Children who arrive
[ate must register at the SChoo| office.

Hometime

Parents or Carers should come onsite to collect the children at the end of the
day. Fox Cub parents should wait on the front playground and Rabbits parents
should walk around to the Reception Cloagkroom doors at the back of the
school.




Our [Learhing Envirohments

Indoor Classroom




Outdoor Classroom

‘Forest SChool is an inspirational process that offers ALL learhers
regular opportunities to achieve ahd develop confidence, and self-
esteem through hands-on earnhing experiences in a woodland
environment.’




At South TAJJootton Ihfant School, in all weathers, Children play and
explore in our forest area. The Forest SChool sessions provide
empowering, purposeful learning, where Children thrive through ‘awe
ahd wonder’ experiences of the world.

Here are some of the excCiting ‘real life’ opportuhities that your Child
fmay be a part of:

o Knot tying (different Knots for different purposes, such as
tying up a hammock!)
o Fire lighting, fire safety, and COOKihg on a fire.
e TOO| WOork (such as learning how to use a Saw, Khife, and other
tools safely).
o Nature and species identifiCation acCtivities.

Permission is required for your child to partiCipate in Forest SChool| sessions.

Curriculum

Throughout the Year, the Children in ReCeption play, make friends,

develop anhd |earnh. They are encouraged anhd supported to explore
ahd Create both indoors and out. They grow ih Conhfidence and
independence with their hatural Curiosity stimulated at all times.
Above all we want the children to enjoy themselves ahd have fun,
believing that the best learning happens when they are happy




The Early Years Foundationh Stage (EYFS) applies to Children from
birth to the end of the ReCeption year. The Early Years Foundation
Gtage is important in its own right and it prepares Children for later
stages Oof education.

The Curriculum of the Foundation Stage underpins all future
learning by promoting and developing the prime areas Of:

0 Personal, soCial and emotional development

0 Communication and language

0 Physical development

And the SpecCifiC areas;

0 Literacy

0 Mathematics

0 Jnderstanding the world
0 EXpressive arts and design




In addition the framework descCribes three CharaCteristiCs Oof
effective learning which are plaYing and exploring, active learhing
and Creating and thinking Critically.

Play helps the children make sense of their world. They practice
their ideas and begin to understand the need for rules. Children are
given the opportunity to think Creatively and solve problems both
alongside others ahd independently.

Work towards the Early [earning Goals is plahhed through themes

anhd these are adapted based oh the children’s interests and
fascCinations. The children are taught through a balanced provision
Of adult-led and child-initiated learhing sessions. Children have
aCCess tO a range Of Carefully selected resources to enhance their
learning, including free-Flow aCcess to the outdoor environment
throughout the day.

The activities planhed, both focused and independent, reflect all seven
areas of the EYFS. Each Class follows Children’s interests linking to the
EYFS and specCial times and festivals are Celebrated together aCross the
year group.

The children have daily phonhiCs input in the Reception Classes, based on
Letters and Sounds.

Throughout the day every opportuhity is taken to develop mathematicCal
concepts and awareness. Children have daily maths experiences and
plahning £or this is consistent aCross the Reception year group. Careful
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planhnhing ensures a broad and balanced range of plaYy-based learhing based
oh good early Years practice.

Tapestry

The children’s learnhing journey through Reception is Captured using a
pieCe Of educCationhal Software Called “Tapestry”. Observations,
photographs and videos are uploaded onto Tapestry. BY [0g8ing on with a
seCure userhame and password you will be able to see these (You Cah also
view them by downloading the ‘app’). You will be able to add your own
photos ahd comments about what your child is doing at home.

44 TAPESTRY

ONLINE LEARNING JOURNAL




Home [earhing

The most effective learhing and progress is achieved when your child is
supported at home as well as in sChool. Throughout the year sounds and
words which are being taught in sChool will be sent home and should be
practiced on a regular basis. We would like every child to leave SWIS
with a love of books and reading. Sharing books and reading with your
Child on a daily basis is very important. e are introducing a hew digital
Reading LLog from September whiCh Cah be accessed using a mobile,
tablet Oor Computer where you Canh Comment on your Child’s reading or
send audio Clips to their teacher.

Key Instant RecCall Facts (KIRFS) are taught in maths to support mental
Fluency skills that underpin much of the mathematiCs Curriculum. These
will be communiCated tO you Via Tapestry.

There will be opportuhities through the year to come into sChool and
Find out more through both parent information sessions and events such
as our Learning Cafés when you Canh join your child in their Class.

gchool Dinhhers

All children at South Wootton Inhfant SChool are currently eligible for
free sChool meals under the Government’s (Jniversal Infant Free SChool
Meals scheme. Qur meals are nutritionally balanCced and are prepared anhd
cooked on site by trained Catering staff. All diets Can be Catered for and
there are various options for the Children alonhgside the main hot meal of
the day including a filled jacket potato ahd a packed lunch.

Tri-weekly menus are sent out ahd we ask that meals are selected from
this t0 enable us to plah for humbers. Chanhges Cah be made to these
original selections by contacCting the sChoo| office.

Parents in receipt of {Jniversal Credit, Income Support, Jobseekers
Allowance (income based) or Child Tax Credit (see the office for more
details) please see more information onh page 19
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Shack

All children at the school are provided with a
healthy snaCk through a Government sCheme.
They Can also have milk. This is ordered

anhd paid for through the sChool office.

Children are encouraged to have their water
bottle ih sChool| and are allowed to drihk from
this as nheeded. Please note that these bottles
should only contain water. The Children Cah
bring a flavoured drink to have with their lunch.

Breakfast Club

There is @ daily Breakfast Club run by sChool staff from 7.45am to 8.45am.
The Children are offered a healthy and nutritious breakfast, followed by a
Variety Of acCtivities. They are supervised until 8.45am when they are able
t0 g0 through to their Classrooms. The Cost is £3.50 a day, although this is
reduced from £6 tO £5 fOr two Siblings attending the same session. The
money is payable daily, weekly or half termly as preferred. Booking forms
for Breakfast Club are available from the office.

After School Club

There is anh After School Club at the Junior School which accepts
Children from us too. Staff from the Junhior SChool collect the
Childrenh and walk them round there after the SChool day has
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finished. For further information please see the Juhior School
website (https://www.southwoottonjun.co.uk ) Or telephone 01553 674596.

Attendance

The Childreh are expected tO attend SChoo| fOr 190 days out Of the Year.
There are times when your child Cannhot attend due to illness. e ask
that you inform the school by telephone if your child is unwell. Where
possible we ask that mediCal appointments are made outside sChool time
although absences for hospital appointments will be authorised if they
are uhavoidable.

It is hot aCCeptable for your Child t0 misS SChoO| fOr reasons such as a
shopping trip, a birthday treat Or a day out. Every day missed is a blahk
space in a Child’s education. Regular absences Cah meah that a child
finds it hard to link teaChing and learhing and this Cah affect their
aCademicC progress as well as their soCial relationships.

Holidays should hot be taken in term time. Ahy holidays of four or more
days could result in a fixed penhalty notice being issued by the [,ocCal
Authority.

Attendance is a priority for the Department for Education. There is hew
statutory guidance in place for September 2023. We heed to work
together to ensure that your Child’s attendance is 200% Or as Close as
possible.

(Uniform

Our school uhiform consists Of g red sweatshirt or Cardigah, a red Or
white polo shirt and grey or blaCk trousers, Shorts, SKirts or pihafore.
Shoes should be blaCk with velCro fastening to aid independence.

On Fridays, the children should come to sChool in grey or black jogging
bottoms, a red T shirt, VelCro traihers to aid independence and a Fit

Friday hoodie which will be provided by sChool.
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Sweatshirts ahd Cardigans with the sChool |ogo, polo shirts and PE Kits
along with other items are aVvailable from our suppliers Stratfords. They
have set up online ordering and uniform is ~piCtured on line.

Please ensure everything is hamed.

Your child’s first day/week at SChoo|.

The Children will Start with a ‘Staggered entry’ in small Sroups wWhich aids
ah easier trahsition into SChool. This provides the opportuhity for the
adults to help the Children become familiar with their hew environment
anhd to settle in happily.

gchool Dog

We have our ownh School Dog hamed Denis. He comes to sChool
every ahd has been specCially chosen as he is a breed which does not
moult, is Khown to be child friendly and intelligent.

He spends time in the Classrooms anhd is alsO available for the
children to Visit if they heed some comfort as dogs are khown to
help reduce |evels of anxiety ahd inCrease well-being.
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Things to do before your child starts SChool|

ook through this booklet and familiarise yourself with the
reception team and some Of the excCiting things you will be
doing.

Enjoy sharing stories anhd rhymes together.

[Look for humbers ahd words all around you and talk about
them (e.g door humbers, bus humbers, shop names..)

Practise recoghising and Writing your name.

Enhcourage your child to be independent when putting oh their
Coat, shoes and wellies.

Encourage independence when they go to the toilet and wash
their hands, be able to blow their hose on a tissue and put it in
the bin.

Practise using a knife, fork and spooh especCially if they are
having hot school dinners.




Get involved in School Life
There are Various ways parents Cah become more involved ih SChoo|
life.

DO you want to
make a difference?

Are you Do you want to help South
interested in how Wootton Infant School become
your child and the best it Can?
others learn?

If you answered yes to ahy Of these questions, consider becoming a
governor at South Wootton Infant School. You Canh find out further
information from the HeadteaCher or enquire in the SChool Office.

We also have an active Parent, Teacher and Friends AssocCiation
(PTFA) who run events to raise money for the SChool to pay for the
extras like coaches to go on Visits, big pieces of equipment and
books for the sChool library. If YOou Cah Spare some time to help with
events etC please |00k out for dates Of meetings in September.

There Will be opportunities to come into sChool through the year to
Find out more about Your child’s learhing and even join them ih the
Classroom.




Attendance at South Wootton Infant SChool

Parents are
expected to

gchool is
expected to

gchool Goverhors
are expected t0

The Local
Authority is
expected to

Ensure their child
attends every day
the SChool is open
except when a
Statutory reason
applies.

Notify the school
a$ sO0ONn as possible
when their child
has to be
unhexpectedly
absent (e.g.
SiCkness).

Only request leave
Of absence in
exceptional
Circumstances and
do so ih advance.

Book anhy medical
appointments
around the schoo|

day where possible.

Have a Clear
school
attendance policy
oh the school|
website which all
Staff, pupils and
parents
understand.

Develop and
maintain a whole
sChool culture
that promotes the
benefits of good
attendance.

Accurately
complete
admission and
attendance
registers.

Have robust daily
processes to
follow up
absence.

Have a dedicated
senior |eader with
overall
responsibility for
Championing and
improving
attendance.

Take ah active
role in attendance
improvement,
support their
sCchool to
prioritise
attendance, and
work together
with leaders to set
whole school
cultures.

Ensure school
leaders fulfil
expectations and
statutory duties.

Ensure school
Staff receive
training on
attendance.

Have a strategic
approach to
improving
attendance for
the whole area
and make it a key
focus of all
frontline council
services.

Have a School
Attendance
Support Team
that works with all
SChools ih their
area to remove
area-wide barriers
t0 attendance.

Provide each
SChool with a
hamed point of
contactin the
gchool
Attendance
Support Team
who Canh support
with queries and
advice.

Ofrer
opportunities for
all schools in the
areq to share
effective
practice.




Term Dates

Norfolk County Council 2 0 2 3 -2 0 2 4 Norfolk Model Calendar

This calendar applies to community schools, community special schools, VC schools and nursery schools and sets the days on which school transport will be provided.
While most Foundation, VA, foundation special, free schools and academy trusts who are able to set their own dates, adopt the Norfolk Model, we advise you
to check with your child's school before making holiday or other commitments.

| September 2023 | | October 2023 | | November 2023 | | December 2023 |
1121 3 1 112 )3|4]|5 112]3

415|678 9]10 213145678 61789 ]10]11]12 4 | 5| 6]|7]|]8]89
1M1 12 13|14 |15]| 16 | 17 9|10 1112|1314 |15 13114 11516 |17 |18 | 19 1111213 |14 |15 |16
1819|2021 |22 |23 |24 16|17 | 18|19 |20 |21 22 2021|2223 )24 |25| 26 1811920 |21 |22 | 23
25| 26|27 28|29 | 30 23 |24 |25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 27128 |29 30 - 271 28129 | 30
30 | A

January 2024 | March 2024 | April 2024

1 213
4 8l9l10
1 15 | 16 | 17
18 22 |23 | 24

1] 2 3
7 3|4 |5|6|7 |89 5|6 10
14 101 |12[13]14[15] 16 12 | 13 17
21 1718|1920 21 [22] 23 19 | 20 | 21 24
28 24 | 25| 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 - 27 | 28 31

Key : White dates - schools open to pupils Five staff training days will be selected from yellow dates, we suggest 4th & 5th September, 3 January, 28th March

Yellow dates - pupil holiday - e
Red dates - bank holiday and 22 July. Some may choose to use twilight hours for staff training instead of some or all of these.




Further Information on Free School Meals

Al of the children at South Wootton Infant School are entitled to a
SChool meal under the Government (Jhiversal Ihfant Free SChool
Meal SCheme. You Cah apply for SChoo| to get extra funding from
the Government (Called Pupil Premium), if You receive ohe of the
benefits listed below:

. (Jniversal Credit - With ah ahhual earhed inCome of ho more
thah £7,400 after taX
Income Support
Income-based Jobseeker’s A llowanhce
Income-related Employment and Support Allowanhce
Support uhder Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum ACt 1999
The Suaranteed element of Pension Credit
Working Tax Credit run-on (paid for the four weeks after you
Stop qualifying for Aorking Tax Credit)
Child Tax Credit (with ho Working Tax Credit) with ah anhnual
gross income Of ho more thah £16,190

This monhey helps us to support Your Cchild and others in the sChool|
with additional resources such as small group time and extra books
etC.

Please apply if you think you may be entitled. You Canh apply online
using your Norfolk Education Online (NEQ) account. You Cah use
the Same account for 2-year-old ChildCare funding anhd sChool
admissions.

If you have applied for sChool admissions online before, you may
already have ah account.

Any questions please ContaCt the SChool OfFice.

BY applying you are potentially helping us to provide even more for
your child and others at the sChool.




